
The following is a Grand Canyon Lottery Primer for do-it-
yourself river runners seeking a permit to float the Colorado 

river in Grand Canyon during the 2010 rafting season.
This Primer starts at www.nps.gov and then has step by 

step directions to the Grand Canyon Home Page. You can 
also go there direct at http://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
From the Grand Canyon Home page, follow along as we 
show you how to set up a User Profile. That bit is free. 

We’ll also provide a demo from an actual lottery application 
for a 2010 permit, including how to use the calendar. We 

also review the $25 payment process when you register in 
the Lottery.

Remember, do-it-yourself paddlers and concessionaire 
passengers can only do one river trip a year as per 

NPS…even in the Dead-of-Winter. Go figure. 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm


WWW.NPS.GOV

It all
starts
here

http://www.nps.gov/


Click on AZ



Click on “Grand Canyon”

Don’t Click

on Lake Mead



Click on River Permits

This is the 
Grand Canyon 

Home Page



Next, click on Weighted Lottery



Then, Click on Secure Weighted 
Lottery website



If you have a USER Profile 
from a previous lottery, you 

log in here

Forgot your password? Click here



If you forget your username of 
password, you fill this form out



You can do this anytime.
There is no charge to get 

profiled.

If you haven’t done 
so already, you 

need to create a 
User Profile. Click 

down here…



Making a Profile, pg 1

User Name
Password

Date of   
Birth
Continue



Name

Address/Phone/E-Mail
River History

Last 5 years? 
Longer? 

Never?

Notified of 
Leftovers/cancellations?

Verify
Create Profile



Don’t forget to click 
the cancellation 
notification box



Now that 
you have 
created a 

profile 
with a 

username 
and 

password, 
sign in 
here



You then have to Re-Enter 
your Date of Birth



Once logged in and double checking your 
birth date, you’ll get to your Personal Profile



You must check that your last river trip is listed 
here. If not, you gotta update that date!



The Last-Trip update page
looks like this and you have to 

update this yourself



Here is where you are 
given extra points in the 
lottery for staying away 
from the river, NOT for 
losing the lottery in the 

past. 



Oh Golly! More security…do the 
commercial passengers have to 

do this? 



The next series of pages is from 
the 2009 Lottery for 2010. These 
Lottery pages are only available 

when an actual Lottery 
Registration period is in 

progress. You must have already 
set up a User Profile to be able 

to get to these pages.



To apply for Lottery dates, 
sign in with your User Name 
and Password you defined 
from setting up your User 

Profile



Once signed in, 
you can apply to 
the lotteries by 
clicking here



So…where’s 
the 

calendar?



Click on this little box to see the first 
launch calendar



There it is! You can 
click-on and drag the 
calendar around with 

your mouse



This is a close up of the default 
calendar (yes, it’s from 08, but 

this section didn’t change)

• You will need to figure 
out if you want to apply 
for a Standard (16 
person or less) or Small 
(8 person or less) trip 
and click on Standard 
or Small. The available 
dates will change 
depending on trip size



This is a close-up of the default 
calendar

• (We used the 2008 calendar cause this < > info 
didn’t change)

Click the little < or >
to change the calendar 

month of 2010



Look at all the standard 
winter dates compared to 
standard summer dates… 

Click 
on 
the 
date 
you 
want



REMEMBER, the First 
Date 

you pick should be the 
one 

you really want! You can 
select up to 5 dates. 

Here I’m working on my 
fourth date



Chances are Last Trip in 5 years + 
Waiting List points (if you have any, 1 per 
every year waited). I get one point…wish 

me luck…



It’s a “wait”ed lottery
favoring permit holders who have not 

been in the last 5 years or more.

This prevents the permit holder from having 
up to date river experience. This does not 
apply to concessions river passengers.
Don’t ask us why, ask the NPS!



Without a
Potential Alternate 

Trip Leader,
the trip will not go 
without the permit 
holder! If you are 
the permit holder 
and you can’t go, 
neither does your 

trip without a 
PATL.



Potential 
Alternate Trip 

Leader
-must have a 
User Profile

-can not apply 
for another 
application

-must agree to 
be a PATL



Ok, got my dates chosen…now 
I gotta pay



Time to pay-up

$25

Next step: Click here to pay
Most costly river lottery in the USA
Don’t ask us why it cost so much, 

ask the NPS!



Folks who tried a 
direct bank 

account payment 
last year had a lot 

of hassles. 
Paying with Credit 

Card is 
recommended…



E-mail address
Submit payment



PHEW!



Need Help?

• Call the River Runners For Wilderness Lottery 
Hell-P Line at (928) 856-9065

• This phone line will be operated while the 2010 
lottery is open for applications 2-1 to 2-24, 2009, 
on a first call, first served basis. We have day 
jobs, and are all volunteer, so will get back to 
you when we can.

• You can also try Grand Canyon National Park, 
River Permits Office Phone (8am-Noon MST, 
Mon-Fri.): 800-959-9164 or 928-638-7843 



2008 Lottery Stats
• Main Lottery
May 31, 2007
• 2,304 

applications for 
194 dates

• 1 in 12 
chance to win

• There were 
unclaimed winter 
dates in Jan and 
Dec in the main 
lottery

• There were 18 
follow-up lotteries

• Winter dates went 
unclaimed all year



How to know when 
there will be a 
cancelation lottery?

• Join the Rafting Grand Canyon 
Yahoogroup. Send a blank e-
mail to Rafting_Grand_Canyon-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

• The NPS will have a three week 
window to apply to the Main 
2010 Lottery, others can be a 
few days only

• The actual Lottery is run the 
day after the application period 
closes

• This primer is for the Feb 2009 
lottery, for the 2010 river 
running year. GOOD LUCK!

mailto:Rafting_Grand_Canyon-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Rafting_Grand_Canyon-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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