
What Happens 
After you WIN the lottery? 



You will be contacted by the NPS. 
You will need to immediately pay 
either $400 for a 16 person group 

or $200 for an 8 person group 



Prior to the date when you will be 
three Months prior to Trip Launch, 
you will need to go on-line and fill 

out some on-line information.  
Let’s go through that… 



You will get an e-mail like this: 

Dear XXX 
The Grand Canyon River Permits Office has issued your permit for a standard size, non-motor, noncommercial river trip to launch 
from Lees Ferry on XXXXXXX, XX, 2014. To download your permit, log into your XXX account on the noncommercial river lottery 
website (https://npspermits.us) and click on the "River Permit Application" button for this river trip. A paper copy of this permit 
will not be mailed to you. Please review the following materials before your launch date:  
* the river orientation video, all trip participants are required to watch this video before arriving at Lees Ferry
(http://www.nps.gov/grca/photosmultimedia/riv-or01.htm)
* the Action Guide to Preservation, Colorado River
(https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/upload/GRCA_ActionGuidetoPreservation.pdf)
We recommended that you arrive at Lees Ferry the afternoon of the day before your launch. This will give you time to rig your
boat(s) and get to the river campsite at Lees Ferry. YOU MUST CHECK IN with a Lees Ferry Ranger before you unload your
equipment. On the day of your scheduled launch, the Lees Ferry Ranger will conduct a pre-trip inspection and education session
at 9:00 am.
WHAT DO I NEED TO BRING TO LEES FERRY? 

1. Your permit - log into your profile and print out a copy.
2. A copy of the Noncommercial River Trip Regulations. You may ned to cut and paste this in your browser to get it to work: 
(https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/upload/Noncommercial_River_Trip_Regulations.pdf). 
3. A final trip participant list - you must fill out the trip participant list online and then print a copy to give to the Lees Ferry Ranger.
4. The official identification of everyone launching from Lees Ferry. Each identification will be verified against your final trip
participant list. Anyone hiking in to join your group should hike in with their identification.

WHAT IF I CAN'T MAKE THIS RIVER TRIP?If you listed a Potential Alternate Trip Leader (PATL) on your original lottery application, 
and if that PATL meets the requirements (must be at least 18 years of age by trip launch date and must not have participated on 
another recreational river trip in the same year as your launch), you have the option of transferring your river trip to them. If you 
did not list a PATL on your original lottery application, your river trip will be cancelled. Deferments or trading of launch dates are 
not allowed. HOW DO I TRANSFER MY RIVER TRIP TO A POTENTIAL ALTERNATE TRIP LEADER (PATL)? Log into your profile, go to 
your lottery application, and choose "Transfer trip to PATL"; or contact the River Permits Office. Your lottery application was the 
only opportunity you had to list a PATL for this trip. PATLs may not be added to a river trip after a launch date has been won - NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  

https://npspermits.us/
http://www.nps.gov/grca/photosmultimedia/riv-or01.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/photosmultimedia/riv-or01.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/photosmultimedia/riv-or01.htm
https://npspermits.us/grandcanyon/river/pdf/GRCA_ActionGuidetoPreservation.pdf
https://npspermits.us/grandcanyon/river/pdf/Noncommercial_River_Trip_Regulations.pdf


The e-mail continues: 

CAN I ADD TRIP PARTICIPANTS OR MAKE OTHER CHANGES AFTER MY PERMIT HAS BEEN ISSUED? 

Yes, to add (increase) trip participants or make other changes after your permit has been issued, contact the River Permits Office. You may 
add participants to your trip up to 14 days before launch. The cost will be $100 per person plus a late fee of $100 per person. You can 
substitute one trip participant for another on your Trip Participant List without contacting the River Permits Office.  

HOW DO I CANCEL MY RIVER TRIP? 

If you choose not to keep this launch date, please go the noncommercial river lottery website (https://npspermits.us), log in, and cancel your 
trip; or contact the River Permits Office.  

CAN I GO ON OTHER RIVER TRIPS ON THE COLORADO RIVER IN 2014?No, having this launch date precludes you from participating on any 
other recreational river trip (commercial or noncommercial) through Grand Canyon in calendar year 2014. However, you remain eligible to 
apply for and/or participate in river trips occurring in other calendar years.  

WHERE CAN I FIND INFORMATION TO HELP ME PLAN MY TRIP? 

The Grand Canyon National Park website provides a lot of useful information. Please refer to it if you need: support services, planning and 
river management resources, a river campsite list, water flow information, statistics, or launch calendars. 
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm  

ARE THERE ANY RIVER ETHICS I SHOULD BE AWARE OF? 

A river trip though Grand Canyon is truly a unique experience. Remember that "Leave No Trace" ethics and common river courtesy are 
essential for making this experience good for you, the people around you, and those who follow. By leaving a clean camp you ensure that 
those behind you will find the same cleanliness and beauty that you found along the river. By communicating respectfully with other groups, 
and keeping your group together when you are on the water, you will avoid conflicts relating to campsites. Ultimately, as trip leader, it is your 
responsibility to know the rules and regulations associated with having a noncommercial river trip permit.  

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns. Otherwise, have a great trip! 

Sincerely, Grand Canyon River Permits Office  
=================================================================== 

https://npspermits.us/
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/noncommercial-riv-docs.htm


Ok, let’s look at what is at the 
https://npspermits.us  

Website…. 

https://npspermits.us/


Enter your username and password 



Verify Your Date of Birth 



You will need to make sure all the info below is 
correct… then you will need to click on the  

River Permit Application button 



If all this looks right, you next will need 
to EDIT river permit application 



Anywhere you see a Yellow ??? You 
will need to provide this information. 

This information can be your best 
guess… 



Your qualified boat operator can be anyone with river and 
outdoor camping experience.  

You need to have lifejackets for each member of your group, 
and an extra for every 10 people, but you don’t need to 

know what type people have. Once you click on Watercraft 
info there is helpful requirement information. 

you can figure out how many  PFD’s you need here 
(https://rrfw.org/RaftingGrandCanyon/Life_Jackets ) and 

you need one throw cushion for every boat over 16 feet in 
length  

You need one Major First Aid per trip, and one minor on 
every other boat. You need one signal mirror. You need 2) 

3X8 orange signal panels (tube tents work great). You need 
one Major Repair kit and minor repairs for all other boats. 



You will need to click on the 
Watercraft Information Box 



You don’t have to 
have this exact, as 
you may be adding 
and renting boats. 
Check with your 
boat people and 
rental folks. They 

will know this info. 



You will need to include how many 
folks are going. You don’t have to 
have an exact count, and you can 
add John and Jane Doe if you are 

unsure at the 90 day out 
timeframe. It will be cheaper to 
pay for a placeholder name and 
address 90 days out vs having to 
pay double that amount up to 30 
days out if you think you will still 
be adding people to your trip in 

the 90 to 30 day window.  



So not only does 
the permit holder 

have to accompany 
the trip at all times, 

so does the 
qualified boat 

operator… 



You will need to 
fill out this info as 

well… 



You will need to 
check these 

boxes… 



Don’t forget to 
save your work… 



This is the page where you add info on 
every person who comes with you…  



Besides the resources the NPS has listed, River Runners For 
Wilderness (RRFW) has set up a Facebook page at

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/raftgc

to chat with other river runners

http://www.rrfw.org/RaftingGrandCanyon/Main_Page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/raftgc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/raftgc/



